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Narrative Tell and Retell in Mandarin-English Bilingual Children

Abstract

Speech-language pathologists often use narrative samples
to assess bilingual children’s language skills. However, lim-
ited research guides clinical decisions regarding elicitation
methods, assessment language, and interpretation of results
for specific bilingual populations. The present study exam-
ined the impact of elicitation method (tell vs. retell) and lan-
guage (Mandarin vs. English) on narrative skills in Mandarin-
English bilingual children. We analyzed macro- and micro-
structure measures in narrative samples elicited from 79
Mandarin-English bilingual children. Results showed that
macrostructure performance was stronger following an adult
model during retell tasks compared to tell tasks and re-
mained relatively stable across languages. Code-switching
did not significantly impact macrostructure scores. For mi-
crostructure, children demonstrated stronger performance
during retell tasks in English across all measures (story
length, lexical diversity, sentence length, and syntactic com-
plexity), but only in story length and lexical diversity in Man-
darin. A post hoc analysis revealed that the differential effect
of elicitation method on morphosyntactic outcomes be-
tween languages was likely due to linguistic differences. This
study highlights distinct narrative patterns in Mandarin-
English bilingual children across languages and elicitation
methods, and the findings offer insights for clinicians’ narra-
tive assessment practices when working with Mandarin-
English bilingual children.
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