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SARA MARTINEAU LIVES BY THE SAYING “To whom much is 

given, much is expected.” When she moved to Dallas 40 

years ago as a new volunteer on the scene, she first heard 

it when beloved Dallas philanthropist Ruth Altshuler 

quoted it in a speech.

Since then, Martineau has led a life of volunteerism, 

giving her time and talents to the Junior League of 

Dallas and The Crystal Charity Ball, as well as others. It 

was through The Crystal Charity Ball that she became 

involved with the Callier Center for Communication 

Disorders. Over the next two decades, she became an 

ardent ambassador for children and adults with speech, 

language and hearing disorders.

Callier will celebrate Martineau’s service on May 6 at 

the third annual Callier Cares Luncheon, chaired by 

sisters Betsy Cullum and Sissy Cullum. Martineau will be 

honored with the Ruth and Ken Altshuler Callier Care 

Award for her years of dedication and advocacy for 

patients with communication disorders. “Sara Martineau 

has brought her talent as one of the city’s great 

enthusiasts to lead and support Callier in every way,” 

said Ruth, who will present the award.

“Because I hold Ruth and Ken in the highest esteem, I 

couldn’t be more humbled to receive an award named 

after them,” said Martineau.

Martineau connected with Callier when she chaired The 

Crystal Charity Ball in 1993, the same year that Callier 

applied for funding for the Cochlear Implant Program. The 

presentation included a video of then two-year-old 

Michael Noble who had just received the first cochlear 

implant in North Texas. “We all got to see him experience 

his first sound. It was overwhelmingly emotional to witness 

that,” said Martineau. “To me, bringing hearing to the deaf 

was nothing short of a miracle.” The Crystal Charity Ball 

funded Callier that year, and in 1994, Martineau became a 

member of the Foundation for the Callier Center board. “I 

developed a great respect for the people at Callier, for all 

that Callier stood for and was achieving. All those things 

put in a pot and mixed together created a great love of 

mine for Callier.”

In 2006, Martineau began a two-year term as president of 

the foundation board, the same year that Dr. Thomas 

Campbell became Callier’s executive director. “Working 

closely with Dr. Campbell and experiencing his vision of 

growth for our programs, research and services was 

extremely rewarding,” said Martineau. “Another 

outstanding thing to see in my last 20 years of involvement 

with Callier is the evolution of the board. We’ve got a real 

powerhouse board now, with individuals who take an 

intense interest in what Callier is doing.”

In 2012, Martineau served on a committee of the board 

that created the Callier Cares Luncheon. The purpose of 

the luncheon is to raise awareness and funds to benefit 

patients in need through the Callier Care Fund, established 

in 2007 by Ruth and Ken Altshuler. Luncheon supporters 

benefit patients in transformative ways––giving the gift of 

speech to a senior who has suffered from a stroke or the 

gift of hearing to a child who is deaf.

“In the world of volunteerism and giving, you reap more 

than you sow,” said Martineau, offering a twist on another 

old saying that she has realized over the years––a nugget 

of wisdom for new volunteers on the Dallas scene.

For more information, please visit 

utdallas.edu/calliercenter.  

THEY ARE CALLED OPPORTUNITY FUNDS FOR A REASON: 

They give deans, department chairs and other academic 

leaders the opportunity to enhance the UT Dallas 

experience for students and faculty in ways not otherwise 

possible. They also give donors an opportunity to leave 

their legacy through a permanently endowed fund.

In 2007, Dr. Krish Prabhu, a member of the UT Dallas 

Development Board and now chief technology officer at 

AT&T, established the University’s first Opportunity Fund to 

support the Erik Jonsson School of Engineering and 

Computer Science.

Since Realize the Vision began two years later, more than 70 

Opportunity Funds have been established among all of the 

University’s schools, numerous research centers and other 

programs. These funds allow friends of UT Dallas to 

designate unrestricted support to any part of the University 

they choose. These gifts of at least $10,000 can be pledged 

over five years or created through a bequest, charitable gift 

annuity or other planned gift.

These flexible funds help UT Dallas leaders in many ways. 

Funds may be used to upgrade research equipment, 

renovate labs, host prominent guest speakers or enable 

students to travel to a conference. Opportunity Funds not 

only impact current students, but also can supplement 

scholarships to recruit incoming students.

The School of Natural Sciences and Mathematics (NSM) has 

garnered the most Opportunity Funds, with 16 to date.

Dr. Bruce Novak, dean of NSM, credits the school’s 

outstanding faculty and staff. “The fact that we have 

benefited from a great number of these funds is a tribute to 

the faculty and staff who have served UT Dallas students in 

the past,” Novak said.

Most of the funds donated to NSM have been designated 

for the Department of Geosciences. Dr. John Oldow, 

professor and geosciences department head, said that 

Opportunity Funds are a source of pride for the department. 

“They provide the means to aid current and future students 

in their pursuit of geoscience careers.” He added, “These 

contributions speak to the professional success of our 

graduates and reflect upon the enduring personal relations 

amongst students and faculty engendered by personalized 

instruction and research activities within the department.”

Garry Miller Jr. BS’07, a student in the Academic Bridge 

Program, says the program—aimed at assisting high-

potential, first-generation college students—instilled a 

standard of excellence and fostered a culture of 

achievement. Miller established the Bridge to Our Future 

Opportunity Fund in appreciation of his program mentors.

Dr. James Davilla’s affinity for the University began while 

researching his book French Aircraft of the First World War. 

The McDermott Library’s History of Aviation Collection was 

so impactful to his research that he established the James 

and Jayne Davilla Opportunity Fund for the collection’s 

ongoing care and operation—a trend embraced by several 

other aviation and aerospace enthusiasts.

Visit utdallas.edu/opportunity to read about other 

Opportunity Fund donors.  

Planned giving at UT Dallas is growing at a pace not unlike the booming 

enrollment and construction of new buildings. Since the beginning of Realize the Vision: 

The Campaign for Tier One & Beyond in 2009, giving through wills, trusts, annuities and 

life insurance has become an increasingly popular way to give. The individuals driving 

this activity are connecting to the University through shared passions, common 

missions and an appreciation of learning.

When a family member in the Dallas area was 

diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, Semra Treece 

discovered UT Dallas’ Center for BrainHealth while seeking 

out local resources to assist with the diagnosis. A Boston 

resident at the time, Treece flew to Dallas to acquire a better 

understanding of what the center could offer and was 

impressed with the research and passion she encountered.

 

“What really piqued my interest was how instead of treating 

symptoms, the center was looking for underlying causes,” 

Treece said. “I immediately decided I wanted to be involved, 

as I wanted the research to mean something even if it 

couldn’t help my situation right then.”

Treece began contributing from afar, and upon moving to the 

Dallas area, deepened her involvement. She now serves on 

the Center for BrainHealth advisory board and recently 

made arrangements to include the center in her estate plans 

as a way to ensure support of the research and mission well 

into the future. 

“Once you peek 

behind the doors at 

the Center for 

BrainHealth and see 

the important 

research the center is 

doing, you can’t walk 

away, and that’s why I 

give,” Treece said.

Dr. Marvin Stone, a lifelong student of 

medicine, first learned about University efforts aimed 

at bridging the gap between humanities and science 

from Dr. Dennis Kratz, dean of the School of Arts and 

Humanities. Stone was impressed that the humanistic 

side of medicine was being emphasized.

“I think it’s a very exciting undertaking to tie medicine 

and science with humanities,” Stone said. “With 

today’s remarkable scientific advances, it becomes 

even more important that medical students and 

young physicians are taught that these disciplines 

are truly inseparable.”

Stone spent 37 years with the Baylor Health Care 

System, 32 of which he served as the first chief of 

oncology and director of the Charles A. Sammons 

Cancer Center in Dallas. In recent years, he’s become 

involved with UT Dallas’ Center for Values in Medicine, 

Science and Technology and is a member of the 

center’s advisory council.

Stone’s continuous drive for knowledge—especially in 

the medical arena—has resulted in a large personal 

collection of medically related materials, including 

antiquarian books, historical reprints, professional 

papers, essays and antique microscopes. Many of 

these items are connected to Sir William Osler, often 

referred to as the “father of modern medicine.” While 

Stone isn’t through learning from his collection just yet, 

he is planning for its future. 

“When I heard about UT Dallas’ Center for Values in 

Medicine, Science and Technology, I thought it would be 

a good place for my memorabilia,” he said. Stone chose 

to bequeath a large portion of his medical items to the 

University in hopes that students and others interested 

in the relationship between medicine and the arts and 

humanities will find the reference sources useful.

“A university is an ideal destination for learned works 

and works not readily available in other venues,” 

Stone said.

Individuals who include the University in their estate 

plans are recognized as members of the Legacy 

Society. Since the start of the Realize the Vision 

campaign, membership has increased 132 percent.

To learn more about planned giving and your options, 

visit utdallas.plannedgiving.org or contact 

Anna LeBlanc at 972-883-6023.  
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Passion for the Cause Enabling Lifelong Learning
Sara Martineau visits with children who are enrolled in the 

Dallas Independent School District deaf education 
component of the UTD Callier and UT Southwestern 

Medical Center Child Development Program.
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THE CAMPAIGN GOAL WAS SURPASSED EARLY, 
thanks to the unprecedented support of alumni and friends over the 

past four years. 

The $200 million goal was comprised of 15 individual goals for our 

schools, major research centers and other units. Eight of these goals 

were achieved, leaving seven units still actively pursuing their goals. 

While we celebrate everything our donors are making possible, we also 

emphasize that the campaign is not finished. We hope to see all the 

schools and units reach their goals before the campaign formally ends 

on December 31.

Visit utdallas.edu/campaigngoals to see the latest totals for campaign 

unit goals.  
Dr. Aaron Conley
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